
CELEBRATING AFRO-CARIBBEAN CULTURE
 

Gillett Square
Windrush
Heritage
Festival 

2022





represents people of the Caribbean
diaspora whose origins stem from Africa,
Europe and Asia, who came upon
invitation from the British Government
to rebuild a nation ruined by war, among
them veteran soldiers, doctors, nurses,
teachers, university students, transport
workers, artists, politicians, and athletes.

THE 
WINDRUSH 
GENERATION

Did you
know ?
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GILLETT SQUARE
is a community-led

public space,
welcoming and

engaging the local
community and a

wider audience, from
an antonishing 
range of ages, 

socio-economic and
ethnic backgrounds 

 or beliefs.  all sharing 
the space with each
other, to work and 

to celebrate.

 HCD
 is a local 

community economic
development agency

with membership open
to all those who
subscribe to its

cooperative goals 
and values.

Since 2006 HCD
works within  

a local community to
animate the square  as
one of  most valuable
cultural and dynamic 

 urban spaces in
London.  

 



COLLABORATION

"Group collaboration and ownership of the 

projects enable young people to develop their

skills, communicate with different members of the

community and push themselves out of their

comfort zones. For some, they also discover 

what they want to do in the future."

-Local Youth worker

 
HCD supported local 

people to organise 
Windrush Heritage Festival, 
series of events celebrating 

Caribbean heritage
 and providing 

inter-generational 
learning experience for 
the younger generation.

 



  CO-PRODUCTION

Red Roots Incubator 
engaged young reporters to work alongside
mentors and get active in their community,
encouraging younger generation to
investigate important local issues, conduct
interviews, and design promotional materials
like postcards, brochures, podcasts or videos.

"It was exciting to be 

part of a media team.

 I was able to discover stories

‘hidden' in my community and learn

about real live journalism.”

-Young Reporter

 

&



T H R O U G H  D R U M M I N G

AFROSPOT 
Kodjovi Kush from Afrospot,
supporting African cultural

projects, led drumming circle
workshop and performance,

supported by facilitator from 
One Drum Foundation.

People of different backgrounds and ages
were expressing uplifting African rhythms.

Anyone interested in exploring 
the power of drumming was welcomed, 
no previous experience was necessary.

 

Unity 



T H R O U G H  S I N G I N G  A N D  D A N C I N G

"A drumming circle induces harmony,

euphoria and rhythm to the 

chaos of today's life"

Workshop participant

 
Many vibrant collaborations emerged

from collective drumming session, proving  
that music has a power to unite people

and  Gillett Square is a great platform to
showcase local talents. 

 

Unity 



Gillett Square Domino Club is led by Caribbean
elders. It was founded in 2016 as a social club 

focused around the Caribbean 
dominoes partner game. In 2019 the 

Club organised a Domino Tournament. 
 

DOMINO IS PART OF US

Gillett Square 
Domino Club

Chairman 
Keith 'Star' Thompson,

Vice-Chairman 
Mikie Brewster and 

friends from the 
windrush generation.



Players recording their
game score were
rewarded with a 

free patty 
or

jerk chicken meal 
for giving a feedback, 

all freshly made by 
Ewarts Jerk

Anyone fancy playing a game
with domino lovers ?

Club members introduced 
the game of dominoes and

encouraged people to 
join the Club.

 



EWARTS JERK

east London’s most legit jerk chicken
 

 
in the middle of Gillett Square, 
you can find a chef serving his

speciality Caribbean-style jerk
chicken, or other barbecued

meats, served 
with rice and peas.

 
'We are always welcome at the square 

with delicious smell from Ewart's smoking

drum.  It’s rubbed dry with the smokiness 

that can not be replicated. 

You’ll want the jerk wings,

or the pork belly chunks for sure.'

local youth





The Nyabinghi resistance inspired a number of 
Jamaican Rastafarians, who incorporated what 
are known as nyabinghi chants (also binghi) into 

their celebrations (groundations). The rhythms of 
these chants influenced music styles like ska, 

rocksteady and reggae. 

M O R E  D R U M M I N G  &  C H A N T I N G

Did you
know ?

100% Nyabinghi
 

Nyabinghi 
is the gathering of
Rastafari people to

celebrate and
commemorate

through drumming
and chanting, 

as an essential part
of Rastafarian

practice.
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamaica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rastafari_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niyabinghi_chants
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Groundation_Day&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhythm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ska
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocksteady
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reggae


 One Plus Band
 brings

 Caribbean
rhythms  

Dance!
Dance !

D a n c e !
D a n c e !

Dance!
Dance!

Dance!
Dance!

f r o m
M o n t s e r r a t  

t o  a n y
d a n c e f l o o r



We all love to come here because we

can explore around, design our own

challenges, and use 

lots of imagination. 

-playground participant

POP-UP
PLAYGROUND

Everyone is invited to
come and  play
Every week on:

Friday 
3.30-6.30pm 

Saturday 
2-6pm  

in Gillett Square 
that will transform
into a playground 

for children & families.

C H I L D R E N  
I N  T H E  C E N T R E  
OF  A  COMMUNITY



LET THEM VOTE  

 Hackney's Councillors
promised to 

strengthen the 
voices of young people

in council 
scrutiny, policy making

and inspections, 
also to bring down

voting age to 16 yrs old
so that young people
have more of a say 
over their future.

JOIN THE TEAM

Pop-up  Playground 
in Gillett Square  

is an outdoor 
play initiative that

welcomes enthusiastic
people to run 

play sessions and offers
training and support for

local volunteers to
become Play-Mentors,

helping building 
stronger  communities.   

 
 

 support young people 
in your neighbourhood



P O W E R  O F  P E O P L E  
P O W E R  O F  P L A Y     

 

The positive effects of play on young children are far-reaching, 
influencing their mental, emotional and physical health. 

The benefits extend to adults as well and in times of stress 
it is good to  remember playing is an easy way to boost your mood.

So let's find more time to play!





COMMUN ITY-LED
SOUNDSYSTEM

Initially called Windrush Warrior Generations  Legacy
Community, Dynamic Solutions Sounds is a project
aiming to educate the public about Black Caribbean
cultural history and legacy in the UK with a mobile
sound system, encompassing community engagement
workshops, training, games and information.

DYNAMIC SOLUTIONS

SOUNDS

Raymond Brewster 
and Roger Anderson setting up 

all the equipment with other 
community members. 



"I think it's important for the younger

generation, and those who have no idea

what our forefathers went through, 

to grasp how difficult it was for them in

times when it was standard to see signs

saying: 

'no blacks, no dogs, no irish'."

Empress-local leader



'1027 passengers were on board the Empire Windrush 

when it arrived in Britain.

  Jamaica was the most popular country of origin 

(539 people), followed by Bermuda (139), England (119), 

Trinidad (73), British Guiana (44) and other 

Caribbean and non-Caribbean countries. 

66 passengers – mainly displaced Polish refugees who 

had been granted British citizenship following the 

Second World War – had boarded the ship in Mexico.'

   data from Royal Musuem Greenwhich

In 2019 Goldsmiths recreated
the passengers cards, destroyed

by Home Office in 2010, using
passenger list preserved in

National Archives .

Did you
know ?

 W i n d r u s h  
passengers lists 

Exhibition by Re-Live  



RE-LIVE
"From my parents generation till now we

windrush  generations are subjected to basic

human rights denials by British Government, due

to the rejection  and incompetence of dealing

with reconciliation process.  

-Ange King, Re-live  

‘They served this country well. 

In Jamaica they couldn’t find work. 

Discouraged but full of hope, they sailed for

Britain, citizens of the British Empire coming 

to the Mother Country with good intent.’

-Pathé News

 

is a pop-up hub run by
Ange King, whose work
inspires and educates

about sustainable designs 
and ethically-resourced

products. 
 



‘The Windrush generation was

coming to what they

considered the mother country,

trying to fit in and find 

a place, yet experiencing

rejection and denial. 

That's why it is so important

to honour the lives and

contributions of our parents

who have made a huge

difference to British society

in the last 70 years.’ 

Matthew- resident of Hackney

(right)



 

 Windrush Compensation Scheme
-You may be able to claim compensation if you suffered losses because 

you could not show that you had a right to live in the UK.

You can apply if:

-You came to the UK from a Commonwealth country before 1973

-Your parents or grandparents came to the UK from a Commonwealth country before 1973

-You came to the UK from any country before 31 December 1988 and are now settled here

You can also apply if you are:

-The close family member of someone eligible to claim and you have had significant losses   

 yourself representing the estate of someone who would have been eligible

 

For more info check website:
https://www.gov.uk/apply-windrush-compensation-scheme 

With any questions please contact 

Windrush help team: 0800 678 1925 

Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm



 
Current 

 exhibition 
at Graham Rd.

called 
Gillett Square

Stories

Gillett Square Stories
This exhibition by Future Hackney documents 

and celebrates people of Gillett Square, 
presenting a 'snapshot' of the space and highlighting

this area's legacy of protest and resistance.

Gillett Square has always been a place for music lovers, artists,

writers, drifters, kids, cool people and those who like to shine.

-Marcia, Exhibition participant  



Future Hackney 
is a participatory art project of

Innercity Films that continues to
support communities 

to share and archive their own
histories, with visual storytelling

and art directions by 
Don Travis and Wayne Crichlow.

 
 

    
 CARNIVAL

PHOTOS
IN  

 BRADBURY
 WORKS

 

In 2023 
Future Hackney will

bring a new 
photo exhibition 

 "Carnival '  
to the Foyer of 
HCD's newly re-
opened building

in Gillett Square. 
 
 



In December 2022 we have witessed the opening of
 the refurbished Bradbury Works building in Gillett Square, 

developed by Hackney Co-operative Developments Community
Interest Company, that will provide Dalston with offices, workshops 
and retail facilities for local businesses as well as arts and voluntary

organisations, opening them up to the community.
 

FUTURE PLANS

Be part of
Events 

in Gillett
Square in

 2023
 



We have ended the year by 
gathering together at the festive meal

with home-made Caribbean, finger licking,
curry goat, dumplings, 

stews and a sip of a rum punch.

Festive season  with
great  memories 



 e-mail: gs2@hcd.coop
Contact check updates on the website

www.gillettsquare.org.uk

Do you want to do
more in Gillett

Square?

High quality
Inclusive for all members of our
community and participatory where
possible.
Accessible – free of charge, or low cost
Promoting social cohesion

 
You or your organisation are welcome to
send proposals for events and activities

which are:

mailto:gs2@hcd.coop


THANK
YOU

 ALL! 
Photos credits to:

Keyo Yendii, Anja Beinroth, Ange King, Annmarie Davies, 

Lindsey Donoghue,

 Leo Lazzari, Papa  Boadu, Kwame and Natty Kowouvi.

Interviews: 

Franklyn Tshibola, Alexus Burke

Designed by: 

Red Roots Incubator Media team

 



GILLETT SQUARE WINDRUSH HERITAGE FESTIVAL
2022 

was supported by: 
Hackney Co-operative Developments,

Windrush Warriors Generations Legacy Community,
along com Afrospot, Ewarts Jerk, Future Hackney, 

Gillett Square Domino Club, Kaffa Coffee, One-Drum Foundation,
 Pop-up Playground, Red Roots Incubator, Re-Live, 

100% Nyabinghi, One Plus Band.

 


